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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL
  10th May 2021 AT 7.50 PM

This was a remote meeting held using Zoom.

Present:  P Banks (Chair), J Jones, C Stanyard, J Baskerville M Gainham  B Jones
One member of the public: 
C Cllr J Pert,  
    

D Wright (Clerk).
21.022 Peter Banks was elected as Chairman of the Parish Council. He then signed the declaration of his acceptance of office as Chairman.  

21.023 Casual Vacancy. The Parish Council confirmed that it has co-opted Brevic Jones to fill the vacancy for a Parish Councillor.
21.024 Apologies.  B Cllr P Jones. H Mann
21.025 Declarations of Interest.  None.

21.026 Minutes.  The draft minutes of the meeting of 8th March had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. 

21.027 Matters arising.
a) Flooding in Cotes Heath & Cranberry & Mill Meece Marsh.

Further meetings with landowners have been held and the SCC Flood team will be approached to try to secure funding for more improvements and gulley clearances. 
b) Pool Area
A request had been made to place a bench in the Area in memoriam of local resident. There are already several benches and the Parish Council agreed that they would set a future limit for the number of benches and the length of time they could remain. It was suggested that any additional memorials be plaques affixed to such benches. This will allow commemoration without excess furniture in the area. 
c)  Footpath at Cotes Heath. The Chairman has spoken to the new Bishop of Stafford. It is clear that the Church owns the land of the footpath and the are seeking removal of the unauthorised gates.

21.028 Highways

The closure of the railway bridge at Mill Meece for repairs has caused a lot of additional traffic though the villages.
21.029 Planning

The following application is under consideration

	20/34003/HOU
	3 Church Lane, Standon
	Single storey side extension, single storey rear extension and demolition of existing conservatory


   Following neighbour consultation, the plans have now been amended.
21.030 Finance
a) The Statement of Accounts for the year 2020/2021 was presented and approved. The original was signed by the Chairman.
b) The Clerk explained that because the turnover of the Council was less than £25,000, it did not have to have a full external audit but could submit a Certificate of Exemption. The Council approved the Certificate of Exemption.
c) The statement of governance was approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. 
d) The annual return was approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. 
e) The Parish Council agreed to appoint Mr Alan Toplis as the internal Auditor.

f)   The accounts for the year to 10th May 2021 were presented.  

The first instalment of the precept had been received. Payment of £63.11 had been made to Councillor J Jones for replacement pads and batteries for the defibrillator.

The current account balance was £1037.55 and the Reserve Account was £14,890.29 
The following accounts for payment were approved

Clerk’s Salary (April-May) less tax



£  264.00
Inland Revenue –PAYE




£    71.00
SPCA subscription 





£  234.00
Community First Insurance




£  180.31








£  769.31
The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer
21.31  Special Items: Parish Projects
a) Pool Area.  Suggested that the project of an information board design be passed to the School.  Promoting the area as a Nature Reserve will be investigated. The Pool Area has been well used during the lockdown.
b) Village Signs.   Signs for Cranberry. Factory is catching up and some suggested designs will be presented at the next meeting. 
21.32 Correspondence

Letter – Flooding Issues at Mill Meece
21.33 Items raised by Councillors. 
The play area by the Council has been well used and some equipment may need replacement. It was agreed that Arran Williams should carry out an inventory and purchase replacements up to a sum of £150.

At the next meeting the Parish Council will review flooding in Cranberry and Mill Meece Marsh.

Next meeting. 

The next parish council meeting will be held on Monday 12th July 2021 at 7.30pm. 
This meeting should take place at Cotes Heath & Standon Village Hall. 
The meeting was declared closed at 8.48 pm. 
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