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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL  11th JANUARY 2021 AT 7.30 PM

This was a remote meeting held using Zoom.

Present:  P Banks (Chair), J Jones, C Stanyard, P Jones, H Mann, J Baskerville
One member of the public: 
C Cllr J Pert,  BCllr P Jones
    

D Wright (Clerk).
Public Session.

No questions were raised but after the meeting closed the usage of the footpath between Newcastle Road and Cotes Heath was discussed with an interested member of the public. 
21.01 Apologies.  None.
21.02 Declarations of Interest.  None.

21.03 Casual Vacancy. No candidates had come forward.

21.04 Matters arising.
a) Flooding in Cotes Heath & Cranberry.

The flooding team from the County Council is working hard trying to resolve the problems. Survey of the drains has not identified a problem but roots have been removed and drains cleared. There does seem to be less water on the roads but an actual cause of the flooding has not been identified.
b) Standon Pools

Water is now flooding into the top Standon Pool. There seems to be a delay before the water gets into the pond. The pipe from the field to the pond is smaller than the field drain and so the water overflows into the field and then down the Church path into The Rocks. A discussion will be held with the contractor to see how this might be improved. 

c) Gullies. 

The gullies and ditches have been cleared in Weston Lane by our Contractor.

d) Footpath in Cotes Heath

Discussions are ongoing with the Rights of Way Officer and other relevant parties.

21.05 County Councillor /Borough Councillor Report
Coronavirus. A need to obey the rules and keep space. The new variant is more contagious and apparently more lethal.  More than 40% of 80 year old have been vaccinated and more sites are being rolled out. The County Council has put out webinars on Mental Health and Financial Issues and refreshed its website to give signposts to resources.

Gullies, Drains & Flooding The County Council has put £2million for additional work on flooding and gullies. They spent 2 weeks around Cotes Heath working on the drains Roots and blockages have been removed from Moorfields down to Station Road. The work that has been done seems to have resolved the problem of water on the A519 but it will need to be watched

The gulley in Maer Lane has been ditched to sort out flooding.
21.06 Highways

Highways have completed the project for the signage for the recently implemented 40mph speed restriction on the A519 at Cotes Heath and this is awaiting installation.
21.07 Planning

The following applications have been permitted.

	Application #
	Address
	Details

	20/33079/HOU
	12 St James Green, Cotes Heath
	Two storey side extension.

	20/33226/HOU
	Stone Cottage, Weston Lane, Bowers 
	Rear single storey extension


The following application is under consideration

	20/33248/HOU
	Oak Cottage, Hall Lane, 

Cotes Heath
	Ground and first floor extension


21.08 Finance
 The accounts for the year to 11th January 2021 were presented.  The current account balance was £924.47 and the Reserve Account was £13,080.36. A donation of £200 had been made to Oak Tree Farm Project in relation to clearance and tidying work at the Standon Pools. Mr D Stockton has been paid £ 420 for clearance and work on grips in Weston Lane. Sheet Marketing has been paid £ 180
The following accounts for payment were approved

Clerk’s Salary(Dec-Jan)less tax



£  284.00
Inland Revenue –PAYE




£    71.00








£  355.00

The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  Cashbook balance of £ 569.47.

a) Budget 2021-22.

A proposed budget for 2021-22 was presented by the Clerk. This suggested an unchanged precept requirement. Consideration was given to increasing the precept request but it was decided to leave it unchanged from last year. The budget was approved. The Parish Council will consider a forward plan looking at desired expenditure over the next three year. A letter inviting applications for financial support to provide benefit for the members of the Parish will be sent out to local organisations.  

The council resolved to set a precept for 2021/2022 of £9000 and take up the full concurrent function payment of £ 619.

21.09 Special Items: Parish Projects
a) Pool Area.  Consolidation of the work on the Pool Area in Standon.
Missing hedging has been partly replaced with planting of sprigs by the Oak Tree Farm Project. These will need to grow. 
b) Village Signs.   Signs for Cranberry. Work will be postponed until the Spring or after the shutdown
21.010 Correspondence

Brochure for Speed Indication Devices. 

The cost is now ~ £1400 and might be considered for the future

21.011 Items raised by Councillors. None
Next meeting. 

Monday 11th March 2021 at 7.30pm. 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Parish Council meetings will be held remotely. Joining information will be published on the Parish Council website and circulated with the Agenda 
The meeting was declared closed at 8.30 pm. 
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