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MINUTES OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT COTES HEATH & STANDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 4th OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.30 PM

This meeting replaced the meeting of 13th September which was postponed due to lack of a quorum
Present:  P Banks (Chair), J Jones, C Stanyard, J Baskerville, H Mann, M Gainham
Five members of the public: 

    

D Wright (Clerk).
Public  questions None but some questions were raised during the meeting discussions.. 
21.045 Apologies. Cllr   B Jones C Cllr J Pert, B Cllr P Jones 
21.046 Declarations of Interest.  None.

21.047 Minutes.  The draft minutes of the meeting of 12th July had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. 

21.048 Matters arising.
a) Play Area at Standon. Awaiting Arran Williams request for payment for additional play equipment. 
b) Speed restriction at Cotes Heath. The Chairman has had discussions with Highways and the responsible engineer. The engineer thinks that the scheme is satisfactory and does not need Roundels or Camera signs. It is not legally required and so he will not provide them. A letter had been written about the situation, commenting on arrangements elsewhere such as Slindon and Clayton. It was asked if the police would come out if there were camera signs. Why limit the speed camera van to the A519, public are also at risk down Mill Lane. Mill Lane has been well served by the speed camera van. Staffordshire Safer Roads allows you to report speeding vehicles and it would be useful if people reported. Bin stickers were obtained for the 30mph limit on Mill Lane but 40mph stickers will now be ordered for the A519. A speed indicator device would be difficult to locate and re-site. But it is not a panacea. The Parish Council will look at this again as the technology improves.
c) Flooding in Cotes Heath & Cranberry & MillMeece Marsh.

The Chairman has had correspondence with Network Rail. They have cleared gullies in Cranberry and MillMeece Marsh. They have put down cameras and will do more work if necessary. The County Council is being asked to help fund work on balancing pools. Station Road now seems better but water collects at the end of Cotes Lane. Highways will be asked if the gulley can be connected into the drain.
d) Footpath at Cotes Heath. No response from the Church to recent correspondence. A new vicar has been appointed for Standon.
21.049 Planning

 The following application are under consideration.
	21/34366/HOU
	Standon Grange Maer Lane Standon
	Erection of single storey flat roof extension with garage conversion and formation of detached double-bay carport

	21/34298/LBC
	Standon Hall Maer Lane Standon
	Removal of external steel fire escape staircase and the creation of a new internal fire escape stair between first and second floors

	21/34238/FUL
	Standon Hall Residential Home Maer Lane Standon
	Removal of Conditions3 (hard & soft landscaping) & 10(parking & turning) on application 19/30860/COU. Variation of Conditions 2 (plans) & 5 (staff parking) 


21.050 Highways Road Closures due to HS2. The Parish Council has no information. It is suggested to refer to the HS2 website for information and its effect on the villages.
21.051 Finance
       The Clerk had met with the Internal Auditor for an interim review of the Financial Governance of the Parish Council. 
The accounts for the year to 4th October 2021 were presented.  

The current account balance was £492.84 and the Reserve Account was £13,490.88. The second instalment of the precept has not yet been received. 

The following accounts for payment were approved

Clerk’s Salary (Aug -Sept) less tax



£  264.00

Inland Revenue –PAYE




£    71.00

Oak Tree Farm – Donation for additional work


£    50.00

P Banks- Voucher prizes for Scarecrow competition

£    50.00

Data Protection Registration

          


 £   40.00








£  495.00
A transfer of £500 from the Reserve Account was proposed giving a cashbook balance of £ 497.84

The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer 
The bank mandate was reviewed and it was resolved that Julie Baskerville and Carl Stanyard should be appointed as additional bank signatories.
21.052 Special items: Parish Projects.

a) Village Signs.   Signs for Cranberry and Cotes Heath.   Sign designs were presented with estimated costs. A small 2bar sign costs about £ and a 3 bar design about £ 693.  Wider signs would cost about £796.  These signs would be needed for Station Road and Cotes Lane. Larger signs as gateway signs on the A519 cost about £976.   The work would be done in two phases. It was agreed to start with the village signs. It was agreed to purchase 4 signs, 1 large, 1 small and 2 off 2bar signs at a cost of about £4000.00.

21.053 Correspondence

Freedom of Information request. Correspondence relating to speed control measures on A519. 

Invitation to Annual memorial Service by Stafford Borough Council

21.054 Items raised by Councillors.

Amenity Visits. Has Stafford Borough restarted this yet. The Clerk will write to SBC reminding them that payment was made in 2020 for visits which have not been made.

Vacant seat scheme. CCllr Pert is chasing this but nobody seems to want to discuss it. We can look at joining up with other Parish Councils to see if we can get our own bus service.

Next meeting. 

The next parish council meeting will be held on Monday 9th November 2021 at 7.30pm. 
in Cotes Heath & Standon Community Centre, Station Road, Cotes Heath. 
The meeting was declared closed at 8.35 pm. 
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