MINUTES OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT COTES HEATH & STANDON COMMUNITY CENTRE, COTES HEATH ON MONDAY 10th JULY 2017 AT 7.30 PM

Present:  P Banks(Chair), J Jones, P Jones, J Mann, A Williams.   

C Cllr J Pert B Cllr P Jones    Two members of the public 
       : D Wright ( Clerk)

17.038 Apologies.  J Baskerville, S Mather

17.039 Declarations of Interest.  None.

17.040 Minutes

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of 8th May had been circulated previously. It was noted that the next meeting date was 10th July and not 8th. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. 

17.041 Matters arising.

a) 17.29 The potholes in Church Lane have been repaired but there has been no progress with other potholes. Cllr P Jones has checked his reports to the Highways Department. Cllr Pert has been progressing potholes but has really gone as far as possible at present. The potholes in Sandy Bank have now been repaired.
b) 17.29b  The new litter bin in Cranberry is not being used as intended and a resident of Cranberry has been allowing his dog to foul the roadway. The PCSO has been to visit three times to try to get the matter settled. Residents have erected CCTV to monitor the problem and the Borough Council is now involved.

c) 17.31 Highways. We need a plan of action for the speed problem on the A519. It needs more people to complain and perhaps a residents’ petition. A project is intended to renew the Street sign and include  “ Please Drive Carefully” but this is currently suspended in favour of the greater priority being given to efforts to reduce speeding and increase safety on the A519..

Cllr Pert commented that the A519 at Cotes Heath is straight and fast and the first opportunity for cars to overtake. It is difficult to assess how much of a problem it is and a traffic survey might be funded. A gateway or speed restriction could be considered but this might not work and instead turn into an enforcement problem. 

The Chairman will speak to the farmer to consider cutting back hedges to improve visibility

d) 17.33g  Carpet tiles have been purchased for the smaller room at the Community Centre. 

e) 17.36 Housing Association garages.  No response. Clerk will write again to Stafford & Rural Housing Association asking what they intend to do about the garages.

17.042 County Councillor’s Report

He had followed upon the potholes and engaged with the Highways Department. A collaboration meeting with adjoining parish councils will be held to discuss work of the Highways Team. The Highways team which now covers the whole county and the Parish Councils need to be identifying suitable work as a rolling worklist. The small amount of money he has is still available but it’s use must add value.  It is not just a case of asking for it!. 
17.043 Planning

The following application has been refused.

	Application #
	Address
	Details

	17/25971/FUL
	Weston House Farm Weston Lane Bowers
	2 barn conversions to use as holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land to residential. New double garage and swimming pool building.


The following applications are pending consideration.

	Application #
	Address
	Details

	17/26577/FUL
	Standon Hall Residential Home Maer Lane Standon ST21 6RA
	Change of use of Standon Hall and Outbuildings to C3 residential accommodation and B1 office use.

	17/26346/HOU
	Hill Crest Weston Lane Bowers Stafford ST21 6RW
	Two storey rear and side extension


The Parish Council discussed 17/26577 at length and reviewed the detailed plans.  The immediate neighbour had made a site visit with the developer and was generally happy with the proposals. The hall will be converted into a number of apartments and some office accommodation. Outbuildings will also be converted into flats but there is no indication of development of the rest of the land. The Parish Council would like to see a tangible benefit to the village as part of a 106 agreement. The Parish Council does want to see the Hall developed and is generally supportive of this application.

17.044 Finance

a) The accounts for the year to 10th July 2017 were presented.  Since the last meeting, cheques for £494.40 had been paid for the tiles fitted in the Community Centre, £190.14 for the Parish Council insurance renewal and £72 to PJS Landscapes for grass cutting. 

The current account balance was £277.62 and the Reserve Account was £12,686.73 . 

The following accounts for payment were approved

Community Centre hire



 
£    20.00

Clerk’s Salary(June-July)less tax



£  198.56

Inland Revenue –PAYE


    

£  132.54

PJS Landscapes  -Grass cutting



£ 144.00

Stafford Borough Council -Bin emptying


£  155.52








£  650.62

The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  A transfer of £1000 from the Reserve Account was proposed giving a cashbook balance of £ 627.00.

17.045 Special Items : Parish Projects

a) Preparatory stages for adding new signage in the village. This is deferred and priority will be given to the A519.

b) Pool enhancement:  The contractor is working on fitting post and rail fencing to the pool and installing a lifebuoy.  A quotation for further work including the lower pond will be obtained. 

17.046 Correspondence

Letters of thanks had been received from the Community Centre for grants and donations from the Parish Council.

Staffordshire County Council    - Pothole report

17.047 Items raised by Councillors

Potholes!!

The Chairman thanked everyone who took part in the litter pick. There was not a lot of litter but the worst part was the dog fouling.

17.048 Next meeting

Monday 11th September 2017 at 7.30 pm in All Saints School, Church Lane, Standon

The meeting was declared closed at 9.20 pm.
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