MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL  HELD AT ALL SAINTS SCHOOL, STANDON ON MONDAY 8th MAY 2017 AT 7.48 PM

Present:  P Banks(Chair), J Jones J Baskerville, P Jones, J Mann, S Mather, A Williams.   C Cllr J Pert

No members of the public 
              


 : D Wright ( Clerk)

17.024 Peter Banks was elected as Chairman of the Parish Council. He then signed the declaration of acceptance of office.  Arran Williams was elected as Vice-Chairman

17.025 Payment of subscriptions

The following annual subscriptions were approved

SPCA subscription


£ 233.00

Community Council of Staffordshire
£   25.00

No quotation had yet been received for the June 1st renewal of the Parish Council Insurance. 

17.026 Apologies.  B Cllr P Jones

17.027 Declarations of Interest.  None.

17.028 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 13th March had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. 

17.029 Matters arising.

a) 17.17.The County Council is just about keeping on top of new potholes but not tackling the backlog.. They intend to take £3 million out of capital for the next 4 years to try to get the pothole situation improved.

b) The Parish Council has now paid for the new litter bins in Cranberry and Cotes Heath and their periodic emptying.

17.030 County Councillor’s Report

He had visited 5000 homes during the election and covered about 99% of the Electoral Division. He had been following the e-mails and letters regarding speeding on the A519. The County Council does not have a balanced budget and money will be short. The Highways team which now covers the whole county will still exist but the Parish Council needs to be identifying suitable work as a rolling worklist. He has two small pots of money that he can use to direct Highways work or to provide Community Funding but these are reduced from previous years.

17.031 Highways

A two pronged attack on the problem of speeds on the A519 are suggested. In the short term provide Double white lines and better signage to improve safety awareness and in the long term propose a reduced speed limit.
17.032 Planning

The following applications have been approved.

	Application #
	Address
	Details

	17/25943/PAGR
	The Cotes Stables,Cotes Lane, Swynnerton
	Three bay steel portal frame building

	17/25909/HOU
	Timberlee, Biddles Lane Cranberry
	Garage conversion to bedroom and bathroom and single storey extension


The following application is pending consideration.

	Application #
	Address
	Details

	17/25971/FUL
	Weston House Farm Weston Lane Bowers
	2 barn conversions to use as holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land to residential. New double garage and swimming pool building.


The Parish Council will object on the basis that a) The amount of traffic on a country lane due to the lets: b)The size of the development and c) The existing buildings are only temporary wooden buildings being designated as barns. 

17.033 Finance

a) The Statement of Accounts for the year 2016/17 was presented and approved. The original was signed by the Chairman.

b) The Clerk submitted the internal auditor’s report. She had identified again the need to initial cheque stubs and invoices as documents to support payments. The Financial Regulations also need to be reviewed and reapproved by the Parish Council every year.  The Council agreed to reappoint Mrs Christine Heelis as the internal auditor.

c) The statement of governance was approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. 

d) The annual return was approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. 

e) The accounts for the year to 8th May 2017 were presented.  The first instalment of the precept and Concurrent function had been received. The current account balance was £860.76 and the Reserve Account was £13,686.51

The following accounts for payment were approved

All Saints School hire




 
£    20.00

Clerk’s Salary(April-May)less tax



£  198.56

Inland Revenue –PAYE




£  132.54

SPCA subscription





£  233.00

Community Council of Staffordshire


£    25.00
C Heelis –Audit fee





£    37.50

Adstorm –Website fees




£  180.00








£  826.60

The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  A transfer of £1000 from the Reserve Account was proposed giving a cashbook balance of £ 1034.16.

f)   Support for the team of volunteers maintaining the St James Churchyard was discussed. As previous support paid directly to that Church had not been used for the purpose for which it was given, further information on the structure of this group will be required.

g) Cotes Heath & Standon Community Centre requested £500 support for the purchase of carpet tiles to improve the environment of the hall. After discussion, the Parish Council agreed to support this and the Chairman of the Parish Council will discuss this in more detail with the Chairman of the Community Centre.

17.034 Special Items : Parish Projects

a) Preparatory stages for adding new signage in the village. Proposals will be submitted at the next meeting.

b) Pool enhancement:  A local contractor will start on the first phase of the pool work in 2 -3weeks time.

17.035 Correspondence

Letters of thanks had been received from some of the recipients of grants and donations from the Parish Council.

Staffordshire County Council    - Pothole report

17.036 Items raised by Councillors

Cllr J Jones raised the concern of residents about the Housing Association owned garages in Station Road. They are in poor state of repair and some are boarded up. They are a potential centre for anti-social behaviour. Only 7 of the 30 houses in St James are still owned by the Housing Association, so is there still a need for the garages? The Clerk will write to Stafford & Rural Housing Association asking what they intend to do about the garages.

17.037 Next meeting

Monday 8th July 2017 at 7.30 pm in Cotes Heath & Standon Community Centre

The meeting was declared closed at 9.10 pm.
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