MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL  HELD AT ALL SAINTS SCHOOL, STANDON ON MONDAY 9th JANUARY 2017 AT 7.30 PM

Present:  P Banks(Chair), , J Jones, P Jones, J Mann, S Mather, A Williams.

   C Cllr F Chapman


               : D Wright ( Clerk)

17.01 Apologies.

 Cllr J Baskerville, B Cllr P J Jones, B Cllr J Pert 

17.02 Declarations of Interest.  None.

17.03 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 14th November had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. 

17.04 Matters arising.

a) The Camera Van has been seen once at the Mill and also at Cotes Heath.

b) The grips have been done. The Outdoor Education Centre has done some work on their drains and it seems to have cured the weeping.

c) The bin placed in Cranberry has generated a complaint from a resident due to its location. The Parish Council will be charged for the new bins and periodic emptying.

17.05 Highways

The grips just south of Swingletrees need clearing.

Although a letter has been sent about the excessive speed on the A519 no response has been received. There is a need for a 50mph speed limit from Eccleshall up to the Clifford’s Wood roundabout. A crash barrier has been erected in front of house on corner of entrance to Nelson Estate following a number of incidents of vehicles ending up in the garden.
17.06 Planning

The following applications are pending consideration.

	Application #
	Address
	Details

	16/25480/NHPD
	Fox Hollow, 3 Church View, Cotes Heath
	Conservatory to rear

	16/25188/OHL
	Overhead Line adjacent Orchard House, Hall Lane, Cotes Heath
	Upgrade existing overhead line to 3 phase to enable new connection, increase in pole height


17.07 Finance

a) The accounts for the year to 9th January 2017 were presented. The current account balance was £689.36 and the Reserve Account was £13,376.60

The following accounts for payment were approved

Hall hire- All Saints School



 
£    20.00

Clerk’s Salary(Dec-Jan)less tax



£  198.66

Inland Revenue –PAYE




£  132.44








£  351.10

The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  The cashbook balance is now £338.26.  

A transfer of £1000 will be made from the Reserve account to the Current Account. A bill for the litter bins and emptying from Stafford Borough Council will be paid before the next meeting. 

b) Budget 2017-18.

A proposed budget for 2017-18 was presented by the Clerk. This suggested an unchanged precept requirement. A letter inviting applications for financial support to provide benefit for the members of the Parish will be sent out to local organisations.  The budget was approved.

The council resolved to set a precept for 2017/18 of £9000 and take up the full concurrent function payment of £ 619.

The Local Council Tax support grant for Standon passed though Stafford Borough Council will be £422.95. The precept request is therefore adjusted to be £8577.05 with a Grant of £422.95 and a Concurrent Function sum of £619.00. 

c) Banking Arrangements

The Clerk had been investigating how payments could be made through BACS as many suppliers do not wish to use cheque payment.  The present mandate is for two signatures and consequently Internet banking is not possible. Providing adequate financial security is difficult in the case of a single signatory but  the possibility of amending the mandate to allow single signatory on the current but with only the Clerk able to transfer money into the account might provide  a suitable system. This would limit the amount of money that could be released on a single signature.

17.08 Police Report

PCSO  Patrick Wright  gave a brief informal report. He noted that there was little problem in the area. He raised the Smart initiative with links to the Staffordshire Police website. A new photograph and contact sheet will be placed on the noticeboards.

17.09 Special Items : Parish Projects

a) Preparatory stages for adding new signage in the village. The Chairman has written to the County requesting the process for signs and installation. They had indicated that this was acceptable but any sign should not be a distraction to highway users. The Chairman will collect information to start a selection and present to the Council for approval. It will take some time and will probably be phased over 2 ~ 3years due to cost

b) Pool enhancement: A local contractor will remove trees from the pool and overhanging trees and branches. The run-off will be replaced with a 12 inch pipe sunk under the path. It is intended to replace post and rail fencing at the end of the pool. A lifebuoy and case has been obtained and will be sited at the far end of the path. It was agreed that the Chairman could give instruction for the work to commence. After this work is complete the second stage will be reviewed.

17.010 Correspondence

Staffordshire County Council    - Pothole report






-Request for support funds for Debt and Consumer Advice

Stafford Borough Council
- Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2017


Community Council

-Best Kept Village Competition
Pensions Regulator                     - Automatic enrolment 

Western Power Distribution 
-  Stakeholder Workshops

17.011 Items raised by Councillors

The Jubilee Memorial stone by Standon Church needs cleaning and this was agreed. It should probably be cleaned every two years. 

17.012 Next meeting

Monday 13th March 2017 

Cotes Heath & Standon Community Centre, Station Road, Cotes Heath.

The meeting was declared closed at 8.50 pm.
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