MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL  HELD AT ALL SAINTS SCHOOL, STANDON ON MONDAY 9th MARCH 2015 AT 7.30 PM

Present  P Jones (Chair),  A Williams, P Banks, J Jones, T OFlaherty, B Machin
B Cllr P J Jones, B Cllr J Pert

Twenty-six  members of the public                                  Also in attendance: D Wright ( Clerk)

Public Session

There was a large turnout of concerned residents in regard to possible development of land in Standon associated with parking improvements at the School. Jess Willard, a planning consultant acting for E Jervis set out the plans for a possible development but emphasised that Mr Jervis was trying to ascertain the opinion of the residents and Parish Council and would not proceed if the application did not have community support. D Hull and other concerned residents discussed the size and type of housing proposed and questioned whether a development was a reasonable trade for a partial solution to the school parking. There were mixed views on how inconvenient the school parking was to residents but general agreement that careless parking by parents was a real danger to children. The discussion touched on whether there was a need for affordable housing in the parish and whether this development really was appropriate.  The general consensus of the meeting was that the community did not support the proposed concept. It was agreed that the Parish Council would look into the needs for affordable housing and discuss with the housing association how to best determine any requirement
15.010 Apologies  V Bentham,, C Cllr F Chapman
15.011 Declarations of Interest.  None
15.012 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of 12th January 2015 had been circulated previously.   The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.

15.013  Matters arising.  

a) Defibrillator   
B Councillor P Jones suggested that we write to Martin Watson at British Heart Foundation as they are now offering to provide equipment if we pay for the installation. 

b) Standon Pools

Some trees had come down and had been cleared by our contractor PJS Landscapes during the winter. Lower Pool was very overgrown so the undergrowth, overhanging branches and dead trees were cleared to let in more light. This took 2 men two days work.
c) Parking Improvements

It was suggested that reinforcement of the land at the \Pool would prevent the ground being churned up and this would improve facilities for both the Church and the Pools. Different solutions have been looked at and a plastic mesh is proposed laid on hardcore and then grass seeded. An area of 120 m3 is suggested The Parish Council agreed to support the costs up to £2000 if the Church organises the work. The Parish Council will purchase the material. 

15.014 Planning

A question was raised about activities and development at Moorfields Industrial Estate. This is in Green belt land and there are possible restrictions on such work. It is not clear whether this is actually in the Parish. The Borough Council will be consulted.
The following applications are pending consideration.
	Application #
	Address
	Details

	15/21855/LDC
	The Old Malt House Walford Standon
	Lawful Development certificate- use of the site as a single dwelling

	15/21654/HOU
	Orchard House Hall Lane

 Cotes Heath
	Two storey extension and porch

	15/21649/HOU
	Cotes Hall Farm Cotes Lane Swynnerton
	Proposed detached oak framed two bay garage with rear log store


15.015 Finance

a) The accounts for the year to 9th March 2015 were presented.  The current account balance was £171.95 and the Reserve Account was £11,891.83
The following accounts for payment were approved
Hall hire- Cotes Heath & Standon Community Centre
£      20.00

Clerk’s Salary(Feb-March)less tax


£    173.50
Clerks mileage -314 @ 55.8p



£    165.48
Inland Revenue –PAYE



              £   115.67
PJS Landscapes – Tree cutting at Standon Pools

£    300.00








£    774.65
The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer.  
b) Donations and support

The Council considers donations at its meeting each March. A letter inviting applications for support had been sent out to previous beneficiaries and other organisations in the parish. A sum of approximately £3100 was identified as available, taking into account planned expenditure on projects. After considering the circumstances of each group, proposals were put for all the applicants. It was noted that All Saints School had received a £1800 contribution already this year and that donations  to the Churches should only be spent on Churchyard maintenance.
	Organization
	Purpose
	Requested
	Donation agreed
	Chq

	Parents & Toddlers
	Creative materials
	£250
	£ 250
	893

	Senior Citizens
	Insurance & Day Trip
	£250
	£ 250
	894

	Community Centre
	Contribution to Insurance
	£1200
	£1200
	895

	St James Church
	Churchyard Maintenance
	No sum stated
	£ 600
	898

	All Saints Church
	Churchyard Maintenance
	No sum stated
	£600
	 897

	All Saints School
	Reward materials 
	£ 250
	nil
	 899

	Women’s Institute
	Recruitment/running costs
	£150
	£ 150
	 896

	D J Hull
	Planning consultant fees
	£500
	nil
	

	
	
	Total
	£ 3050
	


Resolved: that Standon Parish Council approves the payment of a grant of £1200 to Cotes Heath and Standon Community Centre as a contribution to its insurance costs under LG(MP)A 1976 s19.

Resolved:  that Standon Parish Council approves the payment of the donations listed above as S137 payments under the Local Government Act 1972, it being the opinion of the Council that the expenditure will be in the interests of all or part of the community
15.016 Special Items

Speed limits, signs and traffic calming. 
Provision of reinforced matting for grass areas at Standon Church to improve parking.

15.017 Correspondence

Staffordshire County Council 


Grants for footpath 
Stafford Borough Council


Programme of Amenity Visits

Staffordshire Parish Councils Association  
Gazette       

Police & Crime Commissioner


People Power Fund
The Clerk circulated the nomination forms for the election of Parish Councillors in May 2015

15.018 Next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will follow immediately after the Annual Parish Meeting. 
Annual Parish Meeting  Monday 18th May 2015 at 7.30 pm  in All Saints School,Standon
The meeting was declared closed at 9.40 pm .
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