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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL 

At All Saints School, Standon   10th July 2023 AT 7.30 PM

Present:  J  Baskerville (Acting Chair), L Follwell, C Stanyard, M Gainham M Presswood P Jones
              C Cllr J Pert      Four members of the public: 
    

D Wright (Clerk)
23.32  Casual Vacancy.. Peter Lewis Jones volunteered to join the Parish Council and was elected Chairman. He signed his Declaration of Office and took over Chairmanship of the meeting.  He said that it was his intention to allocate work so that the load could be spread and involve more Councillors in the actions of the Parish Council. Mark Presswood was then elected as Vice Chairman.
23.33  Apologies.  B Cllr P Jones , 
23.34 Declarations of Interest.  None.
23.35  Casual Vacancy. A vacancy has been created by the resignation of Councillor H Mann and this will now be circulated. 
23.36  Minutes.  The draft minutes of the meeting of 15th May had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair. 
23.37 Matters arising. 
a) Coronation Celebrations. A full summary of the expenditure ( approximately £1200) had been circulated and was presented at the  meeting. Grants covered almost all the costs and only a small contribution of £37.54 was made by the Parish Council.
b) Standon Pools. Pressure washing of an old bench (1988) has opened up the wood grain. Wildlife Trust have carried out a survey of the pools on 30th June. This survey will help consider the location of benches in the area for minimum disruption to existing wild life. It is possible that the ponds have some rare black poplars and this will be followed up. It was suggested that a reed bed be introduced to filter the water. Two sites for benches were considered with one at the top of the pool. Wild flowers could be planted in the sunny area. It was suggested that a “ Friends of Standon Pools “ could be created.
c) Village signs. Still awaiting delivery.

23.38 County Councillors Report.

Cllr J Pert reported on Borough and County Council matters. The elections have left Stafford Borough Council without a majority of one party and this ahs meant some disruption. On drainage there has been 15 months work at Standon Bowers so far with still 30 metres of pipe to go into the field. Some more CCTV work to be carried out. A report on the area as a composite is being prepared. Work on drainage has only gone partway down Weston Lane and this is now being blocked by material coming from further up. The Parish Council is pleased by the speed and effectiveness of the work. Sandy Bank is a low usage road and so treatment of potholes is a low priority. The Borough Council Community Fund is now open. The Parish Council is not eligible but Friends groups are.

23.39  Highways
 The work has been completed in Cranberry and a 30mph limit is now in place. The County Council and Borough Council had been asked to repair the footpath surface on Mill Lane and for the hedge to be cutback between the Mill and Station Road to make it fit for use by parents and toddlers walking to School. A further request will be made.
23.40 Planning 

The following applications are under consideration

	23/37622/FUL  
	Cotes Lodge Newcastle Road Cotes Heath
	Erection of agricultural storage building for straw

	23/37591/PAR
	Shortwood Farm Clayalders Bank Standon
	Change of use  of an agricultural building to one dwelling

	23/37504/FUL
	Farmgate Cottage Weston Lane Bowers
	Retrospective change of use  to residential use and proposed extension.

	23/37346/HOU
	21 St James Green, Cotes Heath
	Single storey rear extension 


23.41   Finance
           The accounts for the year to 10th July 2023 were presented.  

The current account balance was £493.66 and the Reserve Account was £16,854.27
The following accounts for payment were approved

Clerk’s Salary (June-July) less tax



£   365.33
Inland Revenue –PAYE




£    91.33
Staffs Wildlife Trust – Survey




£   175.00

Hall hire – All Saints School




£    20.00








£   551.66
The accounts for payment were approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk as the Responsible Financial Officer
23.42  Special Items: Parish Projects
Cllr Stanyard is updating quotations for play equipment. Discussions being held with the Church about the Play Area in Standon and the Borough Council will need to be contacted as they lease the field at Standon.  A consultation should be considered to decide on a preferred location for the Play Equipment
23.43  Correspondence

  Community Centre – letter appealing for support from the Community
 Glasdon - Street Furniture
  Stafford Borough Council - Declarations of Pecuniary Interests
23.44   Items raised by Councillors. 

The Jubilee bench is still with M Gainham and needs installing to replace a broken bench.
Next meeting. 
The Council discussed the availability of the Community Centre for its meeting dates and agreed to move its normal meeting date to a Tuesday to facilitate a regular letting of the Community Centre on Mondays to another user.
The next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th September at 7.30pm. 
The meeting was declared closed at 9.15 pm. 
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