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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Standon and Cotes Heath Community Hall, Cotes Heath, 15th July 2025 at 7.30pm

Present:  M Presswood (Chair) C Lovewell, J Baskerville, L Follwell, C Inskip
No members of the public attended

25.39. Apologies
Borough Cllr P Jones. Borough Cllr J Pert, C Lovewell

25.40. Declarations of Interest
None.

25.41. Previous Meeting Minutes
The draft minutes of the parish council meeting of 13th May 2025 had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.

25.42. Matters arising
Item 25.18. The Garage Court planning application is for construction of houses, not a solar array.

25.43. Planning
The following applications are under consideration by the Planning Authority, Stafford BC
	25/40376/TDC
	Garage Court St James Green Cotes Heath
	Proposed demolition of existing 9 garages and erection of two semi-detached 2-bedroom dwellings

	24/39447/FUL
	Bowers Hall Farm, Butthouse Lane, Standon
	Proposed agricultural spec steel framed building for the purpose of housing livestock



There was extensive discussion on the proposed solar array beside the A519 in Cotes Heath. As of the time of the meeting, no planning application has been submitted.  It was agreed that as soon as it is lodged, the Parish Council will convene an open meeting with the community to discuss.

25.44. Highways
The Chair will do a report on the roads, footpaths and gullies to share with the County Council. 

25.45. Finance
No report received (no clerk)

25.46. Projects
St James’ Church footpath: Ongoing. A request has been made by a resident that, following agreement between himself and the Vicar, the path would remain as a permissive path and adjustments would be made to the signs and barriers which have been erected on the pathway. In light of this agreement would the Parish Council consider withdrawing any application for Public Right of Way over the path? Proposition to be put to those members of the community who have advocated for the path to be given PROW status.

Play Equipment.  Cllr Follwell is updating the equipment schedule before it can be presented to the PCC.

Flooding. The Flood Risk Assessment study work has now been completed by the Flood Risk Authority.  Awaiting next steps.

.Standon Pools. Waiting for a quote for maintenance around the pools

Gulley Sucker. Waiting for a map of the drainage gulleys from SCC so that a gulley sucker can be hired.

25.47. Correspondence
SCC. Application to reclassify a number of footpaths in the Parish as BOATs.  CROW panel meeting will be 12-Sep-25.

25.48. Items For the next meeting
Update and Policy on Footpath
Update on flooding @ Cranberry
Gulley sucker
Path maintenance
Defibrillator

25.49. AOB
Cllrs offered their thanks to Stone Ramblers who have nearly completed a rebuild of the boardwalk on FP Standon 13 across the marsh at Bowers Bent, which led to observations from others present regarding the line of the boardwalk and safety provisions, such as a handrail.  Final modifications to the boardwalk are planned.

25.50. Next meeting.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 09th Sept 2025 at 7.30pm at the All Saints School, Standon Centre

The meeting was declared closed at 9.30 pm.
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