

[image: image1.jpg]esT OO 1896

StanDON Parisu
CounciL




MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STANDON PARISH COUNCIL 

At All Saints School, Church Lane, Standon 9th September 2025 AT 7.30 PM

Present:  M Presswood (Chair), J Baskerville, C Lovewell, J Ward, L Follwell, C Inskip

Four members of the public, N Shaw, Office Manager to Leigh Ingham MP

    


24.061 Apologies.  C Cllr J Pert, B Cllr P Jones., 
24.062 Declarations of Interest.  None.
24.063 Minutes.  The draft minutes of the parish council meeting of 15th July 2025 had been circulated previously. The minutes were to be updated before being approved and signed by the Chairman. 

24.064 Finance – No report as no clerk.
24.065 Planning 

The following applications are under consideration

	25/40876/FUL
	Land East of Newcastle Road, Cotes Heath
	Construction and operation of a ground-mounted solar farm and associated infrastructure access, ancillary works and landscaping.

	 25/40723/HOU
	6 Mill Lane, Standon
	Demolition of existing rear rooms and erection of single storey rear and two storey front extension.

	 25/40376/TDC
	Garage Court St James Green, Cotes Heath
	Proposed demotion of existing 9 garages and erection of two semi detached 2 bedroom dwellings.


 The following applications have been permitted.

	24/40024/REM
	Standon Mill Farm Mill Lane Standon
	Reserved matters relating to application 24/38753/OUT


The following application has been withdrawn
	24/40066/FUL
	Cranberry House Biddles Lane Cranberry
	Change of use from dwelling (C3) to 7 bed childrens home (C2) with educational provision.


The Parish Council noted objections to the application of Land East of Newcastle Road Cotes Heath.  An extraordinary meeting was held on 13th August 2025 at the village hall.  The meeting was well attended.  It was noted that to date there have been 110 responses to the planning application. 
The Parish Council have drafted a response to the planning application which has been submitted but has not yet been published as the Parish Council have been given time to update it following todays meeting.

Following the 15th July meeting, the following day an application was submitted for the Football Field adjacent to Cotes Lane.

24.061 Staffs CC Footpath Redesignations

There has been a consultation on it.  The CROW Panel is meeting on Friday 12th September and the Parish Council will request ‘observe access’ to the meeting.  Cllr J Pert can provide representation at the meeting.  

It was noted that the CROW Panel are only able to answer the question proposed: Should the footpath in question be a footpath of BOAT.  The CROW Panel are unable to propose the footpath should be a restricted byway as this was not part of the question asked of the panel.

It was also noted that the Officer looking after this has recommended that it is given BOAT Status.  A complaint has been received against the Officer due to biased recommendation.

24.062 HIghways

Nick Shaw volunteered to follow up with the Highways on behalf of the Parish Council.  Mark will provide Nick with a list of the local pot hole hotspots.
Hedge between Standon Mill and the brook is due to be cut per update received from Council last week. 

Cranberry residents have received a letter from the Railways to confirm they are currently carrying out drainage work on the railway.

24.063 Special Items: Parish Projects
a) Cotes Heath Footpath. The Parish Council considered the wishes expressed by those of the witnesses they had spoken to.  It was then discussed whether the PC should resubmit the DMMO application with the additional information and clarification sought by Staffs County Council. A member of the public raised the possibility that our actions might amount to misfeasance and was concerned that if the PC submit the DMMO application then the Diocese might find the path blocked again.  The Parish Council noted that they should act in the interests/and views of the community. The question is if a permissive right of way is sufficient.  If it is decided that it is not, there would then be a consultation period.  It was noted that the Parish Council have until 2029 to respond to the council and clarify the submission made in relation to the Cotes Heath Footpath last year.  A member of the public felt that the Parish Council should also include other paths around Nelson Crescent with the application.  After discussing the issues, it was decided to postpone the decision for further discussion at the next meeting.  Action: to be discussed at the next meeting.
b) Speed Monitoring Mill Lane
Following a number of posts made on the local Facebook page it has been decided that the Parish Council need to look into the cost to obtain a pair or three digitally solar monitor speed signs that can be placed at the following locations:

· Dip by Youngs Animal Feeds. It was noted that there are only two ‘repeater’ signs between the A519 and Standon Church.  More are needed.
· A519 -
· Cranberry

The Parish Council will also approach ‘Staffordshire Safer Road Partnership’ for support as well as looking at getting the hedges around the school trimmed to ensure that ALL signage is clearly visible.
Action: price up speed signs, request additional ‘repeater signage’ for Mill Lane & request hedges cut around school
c) Defibrillators

A new case for the defibrillator located at the village hall is urgently required.  Julie has kindly volunteered to look into obtaining a replacement.  

It was also noted that a resident has raised a concern that there needs to be one in Standon and also Cranberry.  The Parish Council proposed to confirm the location of ALL local defibrillators and access and list these on the website and on the notice boards locally.

Action: Update noticeboards and website with ALL locations and access
d) Standon Play Area. 
Chris Inskip has volunteered to assist Louise Follwell in contacting play equipment providers, obtaining quotes and options for the Standon Play Area to then enable them to approach the Church PCC to get them to approve the project and then start the process of formally being able to update / add to the play equipment in Standon. Action: update to be provided in two meetings time (Jan 26)
e) Flooding in Cranberry. Waiting on Local Flood Authority reports. Action: update at next meeting
f) Standon Pools   Oak Tree are due to provide a quote. Action: update at next meeting
g) Mill Meece Marsh.  It has been raised as a concern that trees have been planted close to the road and the hedge is becoming overgrown.  

24.064 Public Session
· The Borough Plan was discussed and noted that it runs out in 2031 – now looking into a new one as that one never got signed off.  It was also noted that Leigh Ingham is Labour MP.

24.065  Correspondence. None
24.066   Items raised by Councillors for next meeting agenda.
Next meeting. 

The next parish council meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7.30pm. 
This meeting should take place at All Saints School, Church Lane, Standon.
The meeting was declared closed at. 9.21 pm. 
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